AFTERMATH OF WAR
methods and date of demobilization were causing some
restlessness in the minds of the war-weary troops, and
would be a source of trouble unless carefully handled.
There was the disposal of great numbers of Turkish
prisoners and Armenian refugees to be settled as well as
of quantities of animals and masses of stores of every
kind. All this was in addition to the daily administration
of a large body of troops scattered over an area of poor
communications, some five hundred miles long and
varying between fifty and one hundred in breadth.
At first the troubles were only in front, in the newly
conquered areas. Behind the forward area the Military
Administration in Palestine was doing admirable work;
there was little foreboding yet of the effects of the
Balfour Declaration or of the conflict between Arab and
Jew that was to cause such suffering and perplexity in the
Holy Land. Farther back still, at the base in Egypt, all
seemed well; the Egyptians had remained quiet and
apparently contented throughout the war, which had
brought their land much profit in money; there was no
one who realized the strength of the hostility, caused by
real grievances, that was smouldering in the minds of
educated Egyptians and fellahin alike, and was to break
out so suddenly and so fiercely.
The organization of conquered Syria and Palestine
was Allenby's first care. He had laid down the outlines
shortly before the armistice with Turkey. The whole of
Palestine became O.E.T.A.1 South, under Major-General
Sir Arthur Money, wiio already administered the portion
of Palestine occupied before the final offensive. The
coastal portion of Syria from Alexandretta to Acre,
including Beirut and the Lebanon, was placed under
French administration, and was called at first O.E.T.A.
North (later West). O.E.T.A. East, under Arab admini-
stration, was a large, somewhat indeterminate area
1 Occupied Enemy Territory Administration,
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